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BRIEF TIMELINE OF PUBLIC HEALTH PROGRAM PLANNING 
EVMS/ODU/NSU 

December 23, 2020 
 

1. 1994: EVMS includes MPH program in its Strategic Plan 
 

2. 1996: EVMS and ODU proposals for joint MPH Program are approved by SCHEV (EVMS offers 
two tracks — health management and epidemiology).  

 
3. 1997: First MPH Students are enrolled. 

 
4. 1997-2012: The MPH program operated with the two tracks listed above and about 50 

students per year. ODU added two tracks, Health Promotion and Global Environmental 
Health, and enrolled another 30 students per year from 2009 on. 

 
5. 2013: The Virginia General Assembly provided $125,000 in funding for EVMS and ODU 

to explore the further development of the MPH Program into a collaborative School of 
Public Health. 

 
6. 2014-2015: A feasibility assessment was conducted and a panel of outside experts 

(three Deans from Schools of Public Health) reviewed the plan. The conclusion was that 
such an endeavor was both supported and needed, and would be a worthwhile 
investment for improving the health of citizens in the Commonwealth of Virginia. 

 
i. It was also recognized that the accrediting body, the Council on Education 

for Public Health (CEPH), would not support a collaborative model for a 
School of Public Health, unless it met the requirement that one or both of 
the institutions had sufficient resources to independently administer the 
School and its functions in their entirety. 

 
ii. Neither EVMS nor ODU had the resources to fulfill that accreditation 

standard. The strong opinion of the Deans of the Schools of Public Health 
was that CEPH would not change its accreditation standards. Therefore, 
the planning for a collaborative EVMS/ODU School of Public Health was 
tabled. 

 
iii. EVMS and ODU then explored the possibility of establishing an Institute 

of Public Health, which would allow for the expansion of the fully 
accredited MPH Program efforts within the existing CEPH accreditation 
requirements.  

 
iv. After detailed exploration, EVMS/ODU proposed building a consortium 

among existing university programs rather than create yet another 
organizational entity. It was believed that a collaborative model would 
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create substantial value for the Commonwealth and region, while 
maximizing efficiency and flexibility. 
 

v. The recommendation thus became an effort by EVMS and ODU to build a 
consortium with an expanded program in public health and population 
health sciences that would fulfill a need in the Commonwealth for 
substantial additional research and education capacity in health data 
analytics, health services research, health economics, and social work 
related to healthcare. The collaboration would bridge four Virginia 
institutions — EVMS, ODU, the College of William and Mary, and Norfolk 
State University — and be known as the Virginia Consortium for Public 
Health and Population Health Sciences through the VCPHPHS. 
 

7. 2016: EVMS/ODU/NSU/WM submitted a joint request for $6M in annual state funding 
for the proposed Consortium to the 2016 General Assembly. There appeared to be little 
interest among the members and no funding was obtained. 

 
8. 2017: ODU provided notice that it was withdrawing from the joint MPH program and 

establishing their own independent program. 
 

9. 2020: ODU proposes to establish an accredited School of Public Health under revised 
CEPH guidelines with some involvement (to be determined) of Norfolk State and EVMS. 

 
i. ODU, NSU and EVMS agree to form a work group to develop a plan for 

submitting a joint proposal for a tripartite School of Public Health to 
CEPH.  A meeting conducted on December 23, 2020 among the three 
Presidents of NSU, ODU, and EVMS and the Public Health leaders agreed 
collectively to move forward. 
 

ii. This proposal is estimated to take two years to develop and submit. As 
priorities within their institutions, ODU and NSU are seeking funding in 
the 2021 General Assembly session for faculty who would be part of the 
School of Public Health. EVMS is supportive of their requests, but the 
highest priority for additional state funding for EVMS remains the full 
funding of the base adequacy guidelines. 


