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School of Health Professions 
strengthens, expands 
educational programs

As recently as 2007, EVMS’ non-MD programs were known collectively as the 
O$ce of Health Professions. But since being o$cially designated in 2008 as the 
School of Health Professions — a second school within EVMS — those programs 
have forged a steep growth trajectory. 

Enrollment in the School of Health Professions’ programs has grown by 33 
percent over the last !ve years — even faster than EVMS’ overall student body, 
which itself has grown by 25 percent to 1,100 total. 

“We’ve responded to the realities of the modern health-care marketplace,” says 
C. Donald Combs, PhD, EVMS Vice President and Dean of the School of Health 
Professions. 

EVMS’ MD program is growing to meet the need for more physicians. But 
it’s a long pipeline; it takes at least seven years to train a new doctor. #e Master 
of Physician Assistant program, for instance, in the School of Health Professions 
allows students to become skilled clinicians in a little over two years. 

“You need both sides of the coin,” Dr. Combs says. “#e physicians provide 
clinical guidance and oversight while the health professionals allow signi!cantly 
more patients to access high-quality care. #at’s the need we’re growing to meet.”

Keeping up with the changing health-care landscape also means expanding 
the school’s educational repertoire. To that end, the School of Health Professions 
plans to add a Biotechnology Master’s Program for students interested in careers 
in biomedical research labs.

#e 16-month program will 
blend classroom lectures with 
hands-on training in research 
areas such as proteomics — an 
area of particular expertise at 
EVMS. #e rigorous course 
structure also includes a six-
month laboratory internship 
that pairs students with experienced researchers, creating an immersive learning 
experience that teaches research techniques and the management skills needed 
to succeed in modern biomedical science, biotechnology and pharmaceutical 
sectors.

“It's a well-rounded program — a strong training ground for students who 
want to gain the expertise needed to work with cutting-edge technology in today’s 
laboratory environment,” says Earl Godfrey, PhD, the new program's Co-Director.

Programs like these, Dr. Combs says, build the clinical and scienti!c workforce 
that will be needed to adequately respond to the challenges coming in future 
years as demand for care increases and the paradigms of medicine evolve. 

“We’re not growing just for the sake of growing,” Dr. Combs says. “We’re 
creating opportunities for more highly-skilled trainees because that’s what we’re 
going to need for a robust health-care system.”  

 

“We’re creating opportunities for more 
highly-skilled trainees because that’s 
what we’re going to need for a robust 
health-care system.”

C. Donald Combs, PhD
 Vice President and Dean of the  

School of Health Professions

EVMS graduates !ock
to careers in primary care

 EVMS is among the top 20 schools in the nation 
when it comes to the percentage of MD graduates 
who practice primary care.

EVMS was number 16 on the list, according 
to data published recently in the Journal of the 
Association of American Medical Colleges.

Primary care physicians are on the front line of 
medical care in the United States. #ey are typically 
the !rst contact for a patient with an undiagnosed 
health concern. #ey also continue to care for 
the patient long-term and coordinate any need 
for specialty care. Primary care typically includes 
physicians in the areas of family practice, internal 
medicine, obstetrics/gynecology and pediatrics.

Primary care physicians are in great demand 
nationwide, especially with the surge in newly insured 
patients expected as a result of health-care reform.

Read more  about the study.

EVMS, CHKD mourn loss of 
pioneering pediatrician 

Virginia Proud, MD, 
a Professor of Pediatrics 
at EVMS and a clinical 
geneticist at Children’s 
Hospital of #e King’s 
Daughters, died July 15.

 Dr. Proud had been 
a$liated with EVMS and 
CHKD for 17 years. She 
also served as Director of 

the Division of Medical Genetics in the Department 
of Pediatrics. 

 Dr. Proud taught at the University of Missouri 
and the University of Alabama at Birmingham 
before coming to EVMS and CHKD, where she 
was a pioneer in integrating genetics education 
throughout the pediatrics curriculum. 

 Among her numerous honors and accolades, Dr. 
Proud was appointed by the governors of Virginia 
and Missouri to serve on advisory boards in genetics, 
newborn screening and the prevention of disabilities.

 “Dr. Proud was a remarkable woman,” says C.W. 
Gowen, MD, Professor and Chair of Pediatrics. “Her 
constant smile and upbeat attitude will be missed.” 

Virginia Proud, MD
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Deaver assumes 
AATA presidency

Leadership transition brings 
alumna to head Graduate Art 
Therapy and Counseling Program

Sarah Deaver, PhD, Professor of 
Health Professions and longtime faculty 
member in EVMS’ Graduate Art #erapy 
and Counseling Program, recently 
became president of the nation’s largest 
professional association of art therapists. 

Dr. Deaver was elected by her peers in 
2011 to serve a two-year term as president-
elect and two years as president of the 
American Art #erapy Association. Her 
tenure as president began July 1. Among 
her primary roles in the organization 
will be guiding the implementation of 
the AATA’s strategic plan, part of which 
focuses on de!ning art therapy’s role as 
distinct from other masters level mental 
health professions, such as social work and 
traditional counseling.  

“I am both honored and sobered by 
the responsibility of being president of 
the association,” Dr. Deaver says. “During 
my term, I hope to continue the positive 
direction we have taken over the past 
two years by continuing to increase the 
public’s understanding of the profession of 
art therapy, developing alliances that lead 
to jobs for those in the !eld, supporting 
art therapy licensure in states where that 
is feasible, and, above all, promoting 
substantial e$cacy research in the !eld.”

#e AATA represents 5,200 members 
across the U.S., including about 150 in 
Virginia, which makes art therapists a 
smaller niche in the health-care market 
place than social workers and counselors.  

 

An alumna of the EVMS Graduate Art 
#erapy and Counseling Program became 
the program's new leader this summer. 

Mary Roberts, MS,  joined EVMS 
full-time as director on June 17, after 
having served as community faculty since 
spring 2012. A board-certi!ed registered 
art therapist and licensed professional 
counselor, she earned a Master of Science 
in Art #erapy from EVMS in 1997.

In addition to her EVMS degree, 
Ms. Roberts holds a bachelor’s degree 
from James Madison University and an 
education specialist degree from the 
University of Virginia. She is currently 
a doctoral candidate at Old Dominion 
University. Her focus is on counselor 
education. 

“I have enjoyed building a good 
reputation for art therapy throughout 
my career with the strong foundation 

provided to me while a student at 
EVMS,” Ms. Roberts says. “#is is a 
highly respected program because we, 
the skilled faculty, care about the success 
of our students to become clinically 
sound, ethical professionals. It is an 
honor to become the leader of such an 
esteemed group of faculty and students 
and an honor to be a part of the EVMS 
community.”

Ms. Roberts brings 17 years of 
experience in art therapy and education. 
She served for the last seven years as an 
art therapist at the Chesapeake Juvenile 
Services Center. She is Vice President of 
the Virginia Art #erapy Association.

As the new director of EVMS' program, 
she succeeds Abby Calisch, PsyD, who led 
the program for !ve years. 

“Abby introduced curriculum reforms 
and increased enrollment during a 
successful !ve-year tenure leading the 
program,” says C. Donald Combs, PhD, 
Vice President and Dean of the EVMS 
School of Health Professions, which 
includes the art therapy program. “I’m 
looking forward to Mary continuing to 
build our enrollment and further develop 
the curriculum to include distance 
learning, as well as other educational 
technologies.”

#e program has undergone signi!cant 
change in recent years. Enrollment has 
grown by 33 percent, and the program 
evolved to include counselor training. For 
the !rst time, the program has dedicated 
studio space, in Lester Hall, reserved 
exclusively for art making. Also, the 
program has created an additional faculty 
position and expanded student-
recruitment and awareness initiatives, 
including e"orts focused on building a 
diverse student body.   

news+notes

Mary Roberts, MS








































