
Medical & Health
Professions Programs

evms.edu



Contents
Leadership
Art Therapy and Counseling, MS
Biomedical Sciences, PhD
Biomedical Sciences Research, MS
Biotechnology, MS
Clinical Psychology, PhD 
Contemporary Human Anatomy, MS
Doctor of Medicine, MD
Health Sciences, DHSc
Healthcare Analytics, MHA
Healthcare Delivery Science, MHDS
Laboratory Animal Science, MS
Medical and Health Professions Education, MMHPE
Medical and Health Professions Education, PhD or EdD
Graduate Certificates in Medical and Health Professions Education
Graduate Certificate in Nutrition Science for Medical and Health 
Professionals, with Optional Add-on of Culinary Medicine Course
Medical Master’s, MS (1 Year)
Medical Master’s, MS (2 Year)
Pathologists’ Assistant, MHS 
Physician Assistant, MPA 
Public Health: MPH, Dual MD/MPH, and Graduate Certificates 
Reproductive Clinical Science, MS
Reproductive Clinical Science, PhD 
Surgical Assisting, MSA

1
2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13



1

Eastern Virginia Medical School (EVMS), is an academic health center 
dedicated to achieving excellence and fostering the highest ethical 

standards in medical and health professions education, research and 
patient care. We strive to improve the health of our community and to 
serve as a national center of intellectual and clinical strength in medicine. 

Our vision is for EVMS to be recognized as the most community-
oriented school of medicine and health professions in the country. 
EVMS offers a number of educational programs through its School of 
Medicine and School of Health Professions, in collaboration with many 
community partners. Students are taught by faculty who hold advanced 
degrees in their respective disciplines and who supplement their 
teaching with ongoing research, community service and patient care. 

Richard V. Homan, MD 
President and Provost
Dean of the School of Medicine

C. Donald Combs, PHD
Vice President
Dean of the School of Health Professions

Leadership



ART THERAPY AND COUNSELING, MS
The Art Therapy and Counseling program is a rigorous 
academic program based in growth-oriented and reflective 
classroom, studio, community and clinical experiences. It 
is unique for its balance of clinical practice, art-making 
and research. For over 40 years, our nationally and 
internationally renowned faculty have prepared world-class 
art therapists who are culturally responsive, community-
involved, and ethical professionals with successful careers. 

 ■ Students are encouraged to develop their own informed 
theoretical approach to the practice of art therapy.

 ■ The program provides pre-internship clinical practice in 
assessment and basic skills with simulated patients.

 ■ Internships provide students with three semesters (child, 
adolescent and adult) of hands-on experience in over 50 
choices of settings throughout Hampton Roads.

 ■ The completion of a Capstone Project allows students 
to apply knowledge in the continuum of practice in art 
therapy, specialty areas of focus, and research.

 ■ Areas of specialty include trauma informed art therapy, 
depth psychology, art therapy in the schools, and medical 
art therapy.

 ■ Personal art-making is required and supported by our 
fully-stocked, 2,000 square foot art-making studio, 
which is conveniently located on campus and open to 
students around the clock.

 ■ Students are prepared to seek ATR (Registered Art 
Therapist), QMHP-C (Qualified Mental Health 
Professional-Children) and LPC (Licensed Professional 
Counselor) credentials.

The academic year extends from mid-August through May.

*A 30+ credit Master of Science in Art Therapy is offered for 
individuals with a master’s degree in psychology, counseling, or 
other related fields and the prerequisites.

For more information: 757.446.5895 or artthrpy@evms.edu
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BIOMEDICAL SCIENCES, PHD 
The Biomedical Sciences PhD program provides students 
with a strong foundation of biomedical sciences knowledge 
and intensive laboratory research training, preparing them 
to pursue careers in translational research. The program 
includes faculty from EVMS basic science and clinical 
departments.

 ■ Research areas include cancer, infectious diseases, 
diabetes, cardiovascular biology, reproductive biology 
and neuroscience.

 ■ Graduates are prepared to apply discoveries in 
biomedical sciences to treatment of medical problems.

 ■ Graduates of this program enter careers in academia, 
industry and government, where the interdisciplinary 
background provides a unique perspective.

For more information: 757.446.5076 or biomedsci@evms.edu
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BIOTECHNOLOGY, MS
The Biotechnology Master’s program is a uniquely 
integrative research program that provides students with 
hands-on training in state-of-the-art molecular, genomic, 
proteomic, cellular and imaging techniques, combined 
with a solid basis in the theoretical knowledge of 
biomedical sciences and laboratory research design.

The program:
 ■ Provides an accelerated 16-month curriculum of hands- 

on theoretical research training.

 ■ Incorporates six months of research internships on 
campus and/or with a biotechnology industry partner.

 ■ Involves close interaction of students with our 
experienced research faculty.

 ■ Emphasizes interdisciplinary research and laboratory 
methodology.

This rigorous educational program trains future laboratory 
professionals to carry out biomedical research in academic 
research laboratories or in the biotechnology and 
pharmaceutical industries. 

For more information: 757.446.5076 or biomedsci@evms.edu

BIOMEDICAL SCIENCES RESEARCH, MS
The Biomedical Sciences Research Master’s program is 
a two-year graduate program with thesis or non-thesis 
options. The curriculum includes biomedical science 
courses and training in current biomedical research 
techniques. Students are trained in molecular and cellular 
biology, biochemistry, bioinformatics and critical evaluation 
of research literature. Electives are offered in several 
biomedical sciences and biotechnology.

 ■ This program is designed to train students for research 
in high-tech positions.

 ■ Students work closely with faculty mentors to improve 
research skills and to plan an individualized curriculum.

 ■ Graduates are employed in advanced technical positions 
in academic laboratories and industry.

Our faculty provides a supportive and cutting-edge learning 
environment for prospective researchers that will enhance 
their entrance into the workforce.

For more information: 757.446.5076 or biomedsci@evms.edu



CLINICAL PSYCHOLOGY, PHD
Established in 1978, the Virginia Consortium Program 
in Clinical Psychology consists of three institutions of 
higher learning that combine resources to offer the Doctor 
of Philosophy (PhD) degree in Clinical Psychology. The 
three schools are EVMS, Norfolk State University and 
Old Dominion University. Students in this program take 
four years of graduate courses on the campuses of all three 
schools and are taught by their corresponding faculties. An 
empirical dissertation and a one-year external internship in 
the fifth year are also required.

 ■ Students complete extensive clinical practicum training 
in mental health-care settings throughout Hampton 
Roads.

 ■ The program enjoys national recognition (fully 
accredited by the American Psychological Association) 
and maintains a high ratio of faculty to students.

For more information: 757.451.7733 or virginiaconsortium@gmail.com 
Program website: www.sci.odu.edu/vcpcp/

CONTEMPORARY HUMAN ANATOMY, MS
The Contemporary Human Anatomy Master’s program 
is designed to meet the shortage of anatomy educators 
and to enhance professionals trained in anatomy for 
industry positions. The program consists of 32 credit 
hours to be delivered over three semesters. Students’ 
academic experience will culminate in a capstone research 
project. The program will train students in clinical gross 
anatomy and embryology, teaching, medical imaging and 
ultrasound, current techniques in specimen preparation 
and emerging technologies in anatomy simulation, 
such as 3D printing and modeling. This multifaceted 
education will prepare graduates for a diverse array of job 
markets, including higher education, medical laboratories, 
biotechnology companies, medical examiner offices and 
medical illustration or for educational advancement to 
doctoral or professional health-science programs.

EVMS also offers an eight-week Certificate in Anatomy 
program. The focus of the program is dissection of the 
whole human body while learning basic descriptive, 
functional and clinical anatomy. Medical-school level 
instruction occurs on-site through didactic lectures, small 
group learning activities and dissection labs.

For more information: 757.446.5787 or chapinfo@evms.edu
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HEALTH SCIENCES, DHSC
The Doctor of Health Sciences is an advanced academic 
degree designed to facilitate advancement or career 
change for persons in healthcare and public health, clinical 
practice, administration or education. This cutting-edge 
distance-learning program provides substantial exposure 
to diverse yet interrelated topics such as healthcare 
delivery systems, strategic communication, medical 
simulation, financial management, health policy, 
conflict analysis, and leadership. A culminating 
innovative course will enable learning that is applied 
and reflective. Persons who want to make sustained 
contributions as scholarly professionals and to 
serve as effective change agents in their place of 
employment are encouraged to apply.

 ■ The program consists of 14 three-credit courses, 
for a total of 42 credit hours, delivered over eight 
consecutive semesters.

 ■ Courses are taught via online asynchronous 
instruction.

DOCTOR OF MEDICINE, MD
Since 1973, EVMS has been dedicated to the education 
of compassionate, skillful physicians to serve in a variety 
of healthcare and academic settings. Excellence in patient 
care requires a firm foundation in the medical sciences and 
clinical skills, combined with an empathetic attitude and 
the ability to apply scientific methods to the solution of 

medical problems. EVMS is highly committed to providing 
a quality education that will equip students with the 
experiences most relevant to practicing medicine in the 21st 
century. The EVMS curriculum is designed to:

 ■ Provide a firm foundation in the medical sciences and 
clinical skills.

 ■ Cultivate habits of independent lifelong learning and 
scholarship.

 ■ Help students appreciate the broad social and economic 
responsibilities of the medical profession.

 ■ Encourage the development of self-awareness and 
communication skills.

 ■ Emphasize human values in the practice of medicine.

 ■ Encourage inter-professional education and service 
learning.

The Doctor of Medicine Program is a four-year curriculum, 
and the academic year begins for matriculating students 
each August. 

For more information: 757.446.5812 or joneska@evms.edu

 ■ The online format allows students anywhere to 
earn the degree while balancing work and other 
responsibilities.

For more information: 757.446.0365 or dhsc@evms.edu



HEALTHCARE ANALYTICS, MHA
Robust and meaningful analytics holds the potential 
to transform the healthcare industry. In the Master of 
Healthcare Analytics program at EVMS, students develop 
the skills to integrate, analyze and translate the results 
of health data. The program provides exposure to the 
computational and logistical skills applied to health data 
related to:

 ■ Claims and cost 

 ■ Clinical trial outcomes

 ■ Research development

 ■ Patient behaviors

Through the use of statistical methods, retrospective 
performance measures, predictive modeling, and computer 
optimization, graduates of this program can use healthcare 
analytics to offer insights to better outcomes in regulatory 
compliance, quality improvement, clinical decision support, 
population health management and healthcare delivery.

The MHA program consists of 30 credits in four semesters. 
It is designed for individuals with bachelor’s degrees in 
healthcare, education, management, computer science or 
related disciplines; it is also helpful to professionals 
interested in career advancement or a career change.

For more information: 757.446.0365 or mha@evms.edu
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HEALTHCARE DELIVERY SCIENCE, MHDS
In response to growing market need, EVMS offers the 
Master of Healthcare Delivery Science program. This 
distance-learning program consists of 30 credit hours 
delivered online over five consecutive semesters. The 
program is designed for individuals with bachelor’s 
degrees in mathematics, statistics, science, or 
health-related programs, working healthcare 
professionals, and foreign medical graduates. 
There are four major program goals:

 ■ Prepare students to enter the healthcare 
delivery workforce with knowledge and 
skills that enable them to develop and 
promote better healthcare delivery and 
practice.

 ■ Provide students with analytics 
competencies that enhance their ability to 
understand, select, analyze, and interpret 
health data.

 ■ Promote health outcomes research and 
scholarly activities that improve healthcare 
knowledge and practice.

 ■ Strengthen collaboration and partnerships with local 
hospitals, health organizations, and community agencies.

For more information: 757.446.0365 or mhds@evms.edu



LABORATORY ANIMAL SCIENCE, MS
Much of modern-day medicine is indebted to irreplaceable 
animal research. With the need for technically sophisticated, 
humane and well-considered use of animals in biomedical 
research, there is high demand for qualified individuals. In 
order to advance within this highly competitive industry, it 
is essential to have the training advantage that a specialized 
master’s degree provides. The EVMS online Master of 
Laboratory Animal Science program courses are designed 
to build a solid foundation for a successful career in 
laboratory animal science. These courses focus on many 
aspects of laboratory animal science, animal facility 
management and research. The practicum provides the 
student with the opportunity to apply the theoretical 
knowledge they have learned to the actual practice of 
laboratory animal science. Our degree has also been 
successfully used for acceptance to higher degree programs 
such as veterinary medicine.

The online program allows maximum flexibility for 
students and is designed for individuals who may be 
currently working within the field of laboratory animal 
science and seeking career advancement, or those looking 

for opportunities in research laboratories without a need to 
relocate to attend traditional master’s programs.

The program has a total of 31 credits in five semesters over 
a span of two years. Students are required to attend a one- 
week on-campus internship for hands-on training during 
the summer semester.

For more information: 757.446.0365 or lasinfo@evms.edu
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MEDICAL AND HEALTH PROFESSIONS EDUCATION, MMHPE
The Medical and Health Professions Education master’s 
program is designed to prepare educational leaders in 
various medical and health professions organizational 
settings. The program provides advanced education in 
the areas of learning, assessment, curriculum, instruction, 

research, evaluation, leadership and professionalism, with 
an emphasis on real-world, practical applications.

This two-year, 31-credit-hour distance-learning program 
is designed for working professionals who require 

flexibility as they pursue an advanced degree 
in education, as well as for less experienced 
individuals seeking a long-term role in medical 
and health professions higher education. Courses 
are delivered entirely online.

The MHPE program offers a concentration in 
Graduate Medical Education. Participants bring 
their unique professional contexts and experiences 
to enhance their learning and engage with peers 
to form a learning community and to apply their 
learning to their professional activities.

For more information: 757.446.0365 or mhpeinfo@evms.edu
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MEDICAL AND HEALTH PROFESSIONS EDUCATION, PHD OR EDD

The doctoral program in Medical and Health Professions 
Education is designed to prepare teaching faculty, 
educational scholars and leaders. This three-year, 48-credit, 
primarily distance-learning doctoral program in medical 
and health professions education leads to either the Doctor 
of Philosophy (PhD) or Doctor of Education (EdD) 
degree and allows for an area of concentration in Higher 

Education, Contemporary Human Anatomy Education 
or Ultrasound and Imaging Education, depending on the 
degree track.   

The Higher Education concentration allows students 
to pursue or further their careers in academics, research 
or administration in educational institutions. This 
concentration explores higher education structure and 
oversight and current issues in higher education, especially 
in medical and health professions education settings.  
Students will also explore diversity and data science in 
higher education.   

The Contemporary Human Anatomy Education 
concentration will provide students who desire a career 
focus in education with extensive training in the anatomical 
sciences coupled with sufficient teaching experience to be 
fully prepared to assume positions as anatomical sciences 
educators at the PhD level.

The Ultrasound and Imaging Education concentration 
shapes students into educators capable of developing, 
managing and delivering ultrasound education programs to 
meet the increasing demand for sonographers.

For more information: 757.446.0365 or mhpeinfo@evms.edu

GRADUATE CERTIFICATES IN MEDICAL AND HEALTH PROFESSIONS EDUCATION
The Certificates in Medical & Health Professions 
Education (MHPE): Teaching, Leadership or  
Scholarship are designed to build evidence-based 
knowledge and skills as an educator without having 
to obtain another graduate degree. The certificate in 
Simulation Program Management is ideal for those 
starting a simulation program, creating simulation 
content, and/or supporting running an educational 
program integrating simulation. There is more focus 
today than ever on the need for educators to demonstrate 
positive educational outcomes leading to medical 
and health professionals prepared for the complex 
healthcare arena where they will affect patient outcomes. 
Individuals completing any of the MHPE certificates 
who wish to earn the master’s degree may count their 
certificate course work toward the Master of Medical 
and Health Professions Education (MMHPE) degree 
(31 credits). Classes are taught online and offered in an 
eight-week format, ideal for participants who need 

flexibility in time and location because of professional 
and family responsibilities.

For more information: 757.446.0365 or mhpeinfo@evms.edu
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MEDICAL MASTER’S, MS (ONE-YEAR PROGRAM)
The Medical Master’s program provides students with one 
year of intensive, multidisciplinary study in biomedical 
sciences. The curriculum includes five classes with first-
year medical students. In addition, the curriculum includes 
a course in presentation skills and professional knowledge. 
The curriculum incorporates a variety of learning 
opportunities to provide students with a firm foundation 
in anatomy, biochemistry, histology, immunology, 

molecular and cell biology, pharmacology, and physiology. 
The program has a track record of high medical school 
acceptance rates.  In addition, multiple exposures to 
standardized patients provide an early introduction to 
patient history and physical exam skills.  Students also 
receive personalized assistance with medical school 
applications and interview preparation and strategies. 

For more information: 757.446.5944 or medmasters@evms.edu

GRADUATE CERTIFICATE IN NUTRITION SCIENCE FOR MEDICAL & HEALTH PROFESSIONALS, 
WITH OPTIONAL ADD-ON OF CULINARY MEDICINE COURSE

The Graduate Certificate in Nutrition Science for Medical 
& Health Professionals is for practicing clinicians who desire 
to build knowledge in and skills applying evidence-based 
nutrition treatments for health promotion and disease 
prevention across the lifespan. Courses are developed 
and taught by Registered Dietitian Nutritionists and 
EVMS Basic Science and Clinical Faculty. Courses are 
offered online in an interactive eight-week format.  The 
Culinary Medicine course can be taken as a stand-alone 
elective course or as an add-on to the Nutrition Science for 
Medical & Health Professionals certificate. If the culinary 
medicine course is taken in addition to the Nutrition 
Science certificate courses, the certificate earned will be 
titled Nutrition Science and Culinary Medicine for Medical 
& Health Professionals. The Culinary Medicine course is a 
face-to-face course.

For more information: 757.446.0365 or mhpeinfo@evms.edu



PATHOLOGISTS’ ASSISTANT, MHS
A pathologists’ assistant (PathA) is a highly trained allied 
health professional who provides various services under 
the direction and supervision of a pathologist. The PathA 
is academically and practically trained to provide accurate 
and timely processing of anatomical laboratory specimens, 
including the majority of pathological specimens that are 
key components to helping make a pathologic diagnosis.

The program consists of 79 credit hours including didactic 
instruction in the first year, clinical rotations in the second 
year and several online courses that will be completed 
during both years of the program. The curriculum strives 
to meet NAACLS accreditation standards and incorporates 
cutting-edge instructional methods and technology.

Pathologists’ assistants work in a wide scope of clinical 
practices and settings. Many are employed in academic and 
community settings, private pathology laboratories, forensic 

pathology laboratories, government healthcare systems and 
medical teaching facilities.

For more information: 757.446.7123 or bannerre@evms.edu
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MEDICAL MASTER’S, MS (TWO-YEAR PROGRAM)
The Medical Master’s two-year program provides academic 
record enhancement to students with MCAT scores of at 
least 496, and limited clinical shadowing and volunteer 
experiences. Students take all the courses in the one-year 
program curriculum along with MCAT preparation, 
Master of Public Health courses, Humanities and Ethics 
in Medicine, Histology for Health Professions and Clinical 

Shadowing and Volunteer Experiences.  The graduates of 
this relatively new program have also had high medical 
school acceptance rates.  Diligent and motivated students 
from all backgrounds wishing to achieve and excel in a 
medical school environment are encouraged to apply. 

For more information: 757.446.5944 or medmasters@evms.edu



PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT, MPA
Our Master of Physician Assistant program prepares 
students both academically and professionally for patient 
care responsibilities and patient-centered services as a 
physician assistant. This ARC-PA accredited professional 
program is divided into two phases and spans 28 consecutive 
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PUBLIC HEALTH: MPH, DUAL MD/MPH, AND GRADUATE CERTIFICATES
The Master of Public Health (MPH) degree is a 
professional degree offered by EVMS in collaboration 
with Old Dominion University. The program provides 
graduates with an understanding of the public health 
sciences and with knowledge and skills that can be utilized 
in healthcare management, population-based research, 
global environmental health and the community practice of 
public health.

Full-time students complete 43 credit hours in five 
consecutive semesters, graduating in two years. Part-time 
students complete the program within six years. Studies 

conclude with a hands-on Practicum experience and 
culminating Capstone course. 

Students specialize in one of four tracks:
 ■ Epidemiology 

 ■ Global Environmental Health

 ■ Health Management and Policy

 ■ Health Promotion

The Program also offers three 18-credit hour Graduate 
Certificates*:

 ■ Healthcare Management Certificate

 ■ Epidemiology Certificate

 ■ Core Public Health Certificate

*All Certificate credits can transfer into the appropriate track of 
the MPH Program.

The Program also offers a 1-credit hour Graduate 
Certificate in Implementing Change and Achieving High 
Performance in the Healthcare Environment.

The Graduate Program in Public Health has been fully 
accredited since 2000 by the Council on Education for 
Public Health (CEPH) and is a member of the Association 
of Schools of Public Health (ASPPH).

For more information: 757.446.6120 or mphinfo@evms.edu

months. Graduates receive a Master of Physician Assistant 
degree. Individuals with broad educational backgrounds, 
prior healthcare experience and who are from groups that 
are under-represented in the healthcare professions are 
encouraged to apply for admission.

 ■ Phase I, the pre-clinical phase of the program, 
spans 16 months.

 ■ Phase II of the program represents the 
supervised clinical education component 
(clinical rotations) and spans 12 months.

 ■ Program graduates have strong first-time pass 
rates on the national certification examination.

 ■ The U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics projects 
that the number of PA jobs will grow much 
faster than the average for all occupations 
through 2022.

For more information: 757.446.7158 or paprogram@evms.edu 
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REPRODUCTIVE CLINICAL SCIENCE, MS
EVMS, through its prestigious Howard and Georgeanna 
Jones Institute for Reproductive Medicine, is a pioneer in 
assisted reproductive technology (ART). In 1981, the first 
in vitro fertilization baby in the United States was born 
through the efforts of the Jones Institute, which is widely 
acknowledged as an international leader in clinical and 
scientific ART research, as well as education. Since 2003, 
this international distance-learning program has established 
a legacy of successful graduates around the globe.

Today’s embryologists and andrologists require a 
foundation for lifelong learning to prepare for and adapt to 
new technologies, understand the relevance and application 
of advances in cell biology and genetics and apply best 
clinical practices in the ethical treatment of infertility.

 ■ The curriculum consists of 16 courses, spanning six 
semesters in two years.

 ■ Instructional materials are delivered on course websites 
using streaming video for asynchronous lectures and live 
interactive online classrooms for virtual office hours and 
journal club.

 ■ Hands-on skills training and certification courses are 
offered at the yearly residential program.

The academic year extends from May through May, 
with approximately 24 students admitted each year. The 
deadline for application is in the fall of each year.

For more information: 757.446.8482 or rcscourses@evms.edu 

REPRODUCTIVE CLINICAL SCIENCE, PHD
This program prepares graduates to conduct independent 
research and direct and manage IVF laboratories, as well 
as to seek certifications as High Complexity Lab Directors, 
Embryology Lab Directors and Andrology Lab Directors. 
Graduates will be capable of developing protocols and 
procedures by working closely with other clinical team 
members. They also will be able to contribute to best practices 
in patient care and will be responsible for managing clinical 
labs to ensure compliance with all federal, state and local IVF 
regulatory requirements.

This primarily distance-learning program is designed to 
collaborate with working embryologists and andrologists 
who have already obtained a master’s degree in clinical 
embryology or a related field. The curriculum includes 
advanced statistics, experimental design, comparative 
anatomy and physiology of the reproductive system, 
developmental biology, toxicology and infertility, clinical 
laboratory management and compliance. Students will 
develop a research project and write a dissertation. Online 
meeting tools are used for virtual project presentations, 
graduate committee meetings and journal club. Students also 

will visit EVMS for skills evaluation and certification, as well 
as learning how to teach.

This is the first program in the U.S. focused on creating 
laboratory professionals to meet this need and is the only 
online PhD of its kind in the world.

For more information: 757.446.8482 or rcscourses@evms.edu
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SURGICAL ASSISTING, MSA
Since 1981, the EVMS Surgical Assisting program has 
set the standard for surgical assistant training. We offer 
the only master’s-level surgical assisting program, which 
prepares candidates for a career in assisting surgeons in the 
performance of surgical procedures. Surgical assistants scrub 
for operative procedures and assist in the positioning of 
patients and in the draping and preparation of the operative 
site. During procedures, the surgical assistant retracts and 
exposes the operative field and assists in securing the best 
possible exposure of the anatomical site. With experience, the 
surgical assistant learns to anticipate the needs of the surgeon 
as the operative procedure progresses.

 ■ Our program accepts approximately 24 students per year. 

 ■ Classes begin in August, and students complete 22 
months of didactic and clinical training.

For more information: 757.446.6165 or surgasst@evms.edu
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