JOB AID: Using Clickers to Give a Lab Exam or Lab Quiz
Overview of this task: You can use the response clickers as the primary means for students
to respond to questions in a lab exam or quiz. A self-paced polling test is a practical test in
which students walk around a lab and answer questions posed in relationship to numbered
displays. These questions are often identify- type questions, but with some forethought can
be process or diagnosis questions.
These questions are often identify- type questions, but with some
planning can be application or diagnosis questions.

Typically, there are numerous (50 - 80) stations in the lab, and students start at a particular
numbered display. One of the first things the student must do is scroll through the questions
on his or her clicker to arrive at the starting question corresponding to his or her starting
display.
In practice, the most important times for students to have a clicker connection are at the
beginning of the test and at the end when the test is submitted.
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Building the Lab Exam or Quiz
1. The first step is planning the course the students will follow during the exam (see the
example on the next page)
2. The second step is writing the questions and developing the answer key.
3. The third step is creating the “Question List” in Turning Point (click here for details).
4. The fourth step is importing a “Participant List” from Blackboard (click here for
details).
5. Next, the Question List and Participant List are selected, and the test may begin.
The rest of the slides in this presentation present the process for giving the test and saving
the session file.

A Typical Layout for a Self-paced Lab Exam (MDL)
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Creating the Key for a Lab Exam or Quiz
Overview of Task. In Turning Point, a key is called a “Question List” and it is a file that
contains questions and the answers to the questions. You create a question list anytime you give
a lab exam or lab quiz using the clickers.
The Steps…
1. Select the CONTENT tab.
2. Then, click on “Content” drop-down menu.

3. Mouse over NEW and select QUESTION LIST. The Question List window will then
open.

4. Enter a NAME and brief DESCRIPTION for the question list in the blanks provided.
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5. Click the ARROW next to Preferences to open the window and adjust the options as
necessary in the Content and Polling sections.
6. Click SAVE.
7. For each multiple choice question follow these directions:

8. When you have completed constructing the question, the screen should look like this
(note that the correct answer is highlighted with a green background].
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9. To create more questions, click on the QUESTIONS icon at the top left of the screen and
repeat the process. When you are finished, click SAVE AND CLOSE at the bottom
right of the screen.
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CAUTION: You are strongly encouraged to create a new answer key
for each clicker test. See the cautionary tale below.
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Importing a Participant List for a Lab Exam or Quiz
Overview of Task. To give a lab exam or quiz using the clickers you need two things: 1) the
question list (the steps are available on the previous page), and 2) the participants who will be
taking the exam.
The Steps…
1. Open the Turning Point software.
2. Click on the MANAGE tab.
3. Click on the PARTICIPANT LIST drop-down and select NEW.

4. Then, click on the SESSION drop-down and select DOWNLOAD FROM
INTEGRATION.

5. Select BLACKBOARD from the drop-down menu.
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6. In the SERVER ADDRESS field, enter: http://evms.blackboard.com
>then enter your EVMS username and password in the remaining fields.

7. Click CONNECT button at the bottom of the entry screen.
8. Select the course from which you want to import your participants.
9. The participant list will import and you will see the list in the window on the right hand
part of the screen.
10. This participant list name will now also display in the Participants window on the left
hand part of the screen.
11. Click on the participant list and the background will turn blue. You have selected your
participants. Great job!
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Giving a Lab Exam Using Clickers
Overview of the Task: You can use the response clickers as the primary means for students to
respond to questions in a lab exam or quiz. A self-paced polling test is a practical test in which
students walk around a lab and answer questions posed in relationship to numbered displays.
To give a lab exam, you are three major steps:
1. Identify the participants for the exam or quiz
2. Identify the question list for the exam or quiz
3. Start and stop the polling
Before the Exam:
1. Create the Question List as described on page 35 of this handbook.
2. Import the Participant List for the group that you will test (see directions on page 36 of
this handbook.
The Steps:
1. Plug in the receiver.
2. Click on both the Question List and Participant List you will use for this exam or quiz.

3. Click on the Self-Polling section in the Turning Point software.
4. Select login option from the “Participant Login” drop-down menu. You will select OFF
from the drop-down menu selections.
5. Set Time Control to NONE.
6. Set completed test message to your preference. Almost always, we select POINTS &
PERCENTAGE, but if your exam is taking place in two labs (GAL and CAST for
example), you should select NONE.
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7. Click OK
8. On the next screen, you will see a green START arrow, click on it, and the exam begins.
[At this point, students will start checking into the exam with their clickers.]

9. You may view the progress of the exam, and see if it is working properly, by selecting
the LIVE RESULTS option on the top menu. [This will provide you with a view of all
the students and the questions they have answered. It will also display correct and
incorrect answers. If you mouse over the answers, a pop-up will appear showing you
their actual answers. This is a great way to get an early indication that a question is not a
good one.]
10. You close the test by clicking on the red STOP icon in the upper left of the screen. You
will be prompted to save the session. You want to save the exam file to a place where
you know you can get to it. The Office of Medical Education will often handle this
aspect of the test processing for you.
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